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Bells
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Prelude in C Major by J. S. Bach

Confession and Forgiveness
Please stand.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

O God Beyond All Praising (ELW 880, verse 2 sung by the choir)

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

2

Prayer of the Day
P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please be seated.
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
L: 31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the
LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 46

1

God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
7

The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
11
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R
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Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28
L: 19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction,
23
since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the
one who has faith in Jesus.
27

28

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Refrain:

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: 31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;
32
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you
will be free indeed.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ
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Refrain:

Please be seated.
Sermon
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Presentation for Affirmation of Baptism
A sponsor or another representative of the congregation presents those making affirmation.
I present name/s , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.
The presiding minister may continue with prayer for those making affirmation.
P: Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
C: Amen.
The assembly stands.
Profession of Faith
The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism, the parents and sponsors of young children who are
to be baptized and those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly may join in the responses.
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. Do you
renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.

6

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
P: Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Affirmation of Baptism
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the
example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.
P: People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ?
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.
P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands on the head of each person
and say:
P: Stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly.
P: Let us rejoice with these brothers in Christ.
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and
proclaim the good news to all the world.
Hymn of the Day

Borning Cry (ELW 732)

Please be seated.
Prayers of Intercession
A: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts of your people, that we
remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and contaminated rivers. Reform
and reorient our relationship with the environment, that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an uproar, bring wise leadership and
comfort for those in distress. Make wars to cease and peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy to refugees and all fleeing from
danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, especially Martin Luther and
all reformers. Renew and reform us as we strive to continue in your word. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace, with special care in our hearts for Ruth
Haas, Chris Gates, Ernie Clauss, Beverly R., Lauren, Cheri and Kenny Knippa, Marvin Echtle, Cheryl Miller,
Malton Luddeke, Carol Wendel, Dottie Bowles, Zander Lang, Rona Stinson, the family of Manuel Tarrazo,
the family of Robert Hein, Alahna Converse, the family of Nicole Knippa, the family of Marilyn Hartung,
and the family of Arlene Rushing. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
C: Amen.
Please stand.
Peace
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you. (Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”)
Please be seated.

Offering
Offertory

Ein feste burg by George Philipp Telemann
St. John’s Choir

Please stand.
Offertory Response

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving

P: It is . . .
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P: You are indeed holy . . .
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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P: Remembering . . .
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
P: When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we share in the blood of Christ.
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord.

Please be seated.
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Hymns During Holy Communion
Loving Spirit (ELW 397)
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether (ELW 470)
Shine Jesus Shine (ELW 671)
Holy Communion
Please stand.
Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water
to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn

A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW 504)

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Fugue in C Major, BuxWV 174 by Dietrich Buxtehude

Please consider using our online giving portal:
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