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Bells
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Wachet auf setting by J.S. Bach

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Confession and Forgiveness
Please Stand
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the
hungry with good things.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good news
is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are
forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (ELW 436)

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie (from Missa Seraphica) – St. John’s Choir
*During Advent and Lent, the Hymn of Praise is omitted.

Prayer of the Day
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers
of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Please be seated
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
L:

14

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-10

To | you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
5

Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting. R
7

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
2

8

You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9
You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
L: 9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
10
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith.
11

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: [Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all
things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
3

34

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries
of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on
the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Please be seated
Sermon

Pastor Kay Johnson

Please Stand
Hymn of the Day

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)

PROFESSION OF FAITH
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please be seated
4

Prayers of Intercession
A: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.
A brief silence.
God of presence and peace, strengthen your church around the globe to proclaim the message of your love
coming to the world. Open our hearts to recognize your face in all people and in all of creation. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of mighty redwoods and microscopic plants, fields and city parks, the wind and the waves, be a healing
balm to our wounded planet. May we nurture what you have lovingly created. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of equity and compassion, bring righteousness and goodness to all peoples of the earth. Give a heart of
discernment and integrity to leaders in our communities. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of comfort and care, be present with those who watch and wait. Come to all who await births, deaths,
divorces, new unions, new jobs, retirements, healing, and life transitions of every kind. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of promises kept and new dreams awakened, shelter your people from destructive storms. We pray for
those whose lives have been upended by natural disasters (especially), for the work of Lutheran Disaster
Response, Lutheran World Relief, and other relief organizations. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of companionship and community, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed with us and now
abide in you. Even in distress and uncertainty, make us confident that your promises endure forever. Hear us,
O God.
C: Your mercy is great
A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace, with special care in our hearts for Muriel
Leafstedt, Ruth Haas, Chris Gates, Amy Cooley, Meesha Dumas, Britt Smith, Gloria Boenisch, Chris
Maroudas, Bill Brewer, Ernie Clauss, Liam Fitch, Linda Okerstrom, Beverly R., Lauren, Shella Vela, Carl
Luddeke, Cheri and Kenny Knippa, Albert Tietze, Kevin Schaeffer, and Buick Esquivel and Family. Hear us,
O God,
C: Your mercy is great
A: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our
hearts, in the name of Jesus.
5

C: Amen.
Please Stand
Peace
A: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”)

Please be seated
Offering
Offertory

E’en so, Lord Jesus Quickly Come by Paul Manz
St. John’s Choir

Please Stand
Offertory Response

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884)

Offering Prayer
A: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our
peace. Amen
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Great Thanksgiving

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

7

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C: Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
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forever and ever. Amen.
P: When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we share in the blood of Christ.
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord.

Please be Seated
Hymns During Holy Communion
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)
As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
Gather Us In (ELW 532)
Holy Communion
Please Stand
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Go in peace.
C: Amen.
Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your
word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn

Fling Wide the Door (ELW 259)

Benediction
P: Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to encourage
you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace. In the name
of our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen
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Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Wachet auf setting by A.D. Miller

Announcement:
The Fall Congregation Meeting will be Sunday, December 5, 2021 following the worship service.
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