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Bells  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude                                                              Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier, BWV 731 by J.S. Bach   
       

Confession and Forgiveness  

 

Please Stand  

 

P:   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you   

alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow 

into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

C:  Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 

the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 

and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 

us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn                  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858) 

                     

Greeting 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day   

P:   Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to the 

power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 

Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a 

L: 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 146 

 

 

 1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 

 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish. R 

 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the | captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 

  the LORD| loves the righteous. R 

 

 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R 

 

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 

L: 1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 
2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty 

clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 

please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made 

distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 

Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised 

to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 

who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
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  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For 

whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. [11For the one who 

said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery 

but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be 

judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment.]  

  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save 

you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 

warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  

 
GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37 

P:    The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

P: 24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he 

was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 

Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children 

be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, 

even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—

the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the 

region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they 

begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 

into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he 

spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 

proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes 

the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ 
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Please be seated 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                                Pastor Kay Johnson 
 

Please Stand 
 

Hymn of the Day                                                           Healer of Our Every Ill (ELW 612) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

A:  With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith: 

C:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

A:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

       A brief silence. 

 

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide all evangelists, preachers, 

prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all who advocate for healthy 

forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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A: You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and governments to work with one 

another for the good of our common world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

A: You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any who are 

in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of this 

congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

A:  Gracious God, the One in whom we live and move have our being, give us a vision of the new situations in 

which we live out our faith in Jesus.  Send your Holy Spirit to guide the discernment of our Call Committee, 

the synod staff, and pastoral candidates.  As we work to call a new pastor to or congregation, show us our 

neediness - what we need and what needs doing for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  hear our prayer. 

 

A:  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace, with special care in our hearts for Muriel 

Leafstedt, Ruth Haas, Chris Gates, Sean, Amy Cooley, Meesha Dumas, Carl Luddeke, Becky Luddeke, Cheri 

and Kenny Knippa, Britt Smith, Gloria Boenisch, family of Carol Baker, Chris Maroudas, Bill Brewer, and 

family of Yvonne Schattenburg. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

Please Stand  

 

Peace 

 

A:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you.      (Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Please be seated 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory                                                                                  Cantate Domino by Hans Leo Hassler 

                                                                                                                                      St. John’s Choral Scholars 

Please Stand 
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Offertory Response            Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (ELW 884) 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer 

 

A:  Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

That we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

Almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

Who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

And by his glorious resurrection 

Opened to us the way of everlasting life 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

We praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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P:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all 

creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for the grace shown to your 

people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of 

the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and 

deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

P:  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing the    

witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise of 

your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P:  Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless 

petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P:   Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

P:  When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we share in the blood of Christ.  

     These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be Seated  

 

Hymns During Holy Communion 

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547) 

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693) 

 

Holy Communion  

 

Please Stand 

 

P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Go in peace.  

C:   Amen. 

 

Communion Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with 

good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (ELW 719) 
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Benediction 

 

P:  Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to encourage 

you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace. In the name 

of our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen 

 

Dismissal 

 

A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                               Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan by Johann Gottfried Walther 

                                                 

Announcements:  

 

Update on Via de Cristo: 

The retreat has been postponed to February 17 - February 20, 2022 due to concerns about the surge of the Covid-

19 Delta variant. For more information, please contact Caroline Nentwich at 210-260-8361 or  

cnentwic@yahoo.com.  
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