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Bells

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude Improvisation on ‘Christ ist erstanden’ by Charles Callahan

Confession and Forgiveness

Please Stand

In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn My Hope is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 597)
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-cv - cr. A - men.
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o [d [d ~— = I

slain has be - gun his eign. Al - le - Iu - ia.

Final refrain
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This is the feast ol vic -to-ry for our God.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable
us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership
of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. *With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133
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"How good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
?It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R

°It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2

‘We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have
seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.



°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not
do what is true; "but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. ?If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. “If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

>*My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

Bwhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?!Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” ??When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2%If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ?So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ' Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *°Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3'But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon Pastor Kay Johnson



Please Stand

Hymn of the Day

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated

Prayers of Intercession

Thine is the Glory (ELW 376)

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their trust in nothing beside
you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation your people’s words and actions honor your

name. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean air and water;
protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our

way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your peace and mercy. Your
law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect

the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are
suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to
all who labor. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, so that we might follow
Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel
or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your
spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. Make your
church a place of refuge and healing. We lift our prayers for Ralph Detwiler, Buddy Byrd, Chris Gates, Sean,
Jane Crenwelge, Kate Tietze as well as those we name in our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs whose witness reveals
the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please Stand
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. (Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”)

Please be seated
Offering
Special Music
Please Stand
Offering Prayer

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy

That we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
Almightly and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection

Of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself

To take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death,

And in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
Resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,

And with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim

We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have filled all creation
with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for the grace shown to your people in
every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was

obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing the
witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live to the praise of your
glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless
petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion

When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we share in the blood of Christ.
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Please be Seated

Hymns During Holy Communion
Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462)
As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)



You Satisfy the Hungry Heart (ELW 484)

Holy Communion

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Go in peace.

Amen.

Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In
your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Please Stand

Sending Hymn Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)
Benediction

Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to encourage
you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace. In the name of
our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Carillon on ‘Gelobt sei Gott’ by Charles Callahan
Announcements

Lutheranism 101: The Easter Sunday session was cancelled due to other activities, so session 5 will take
place this coming Sunday to include a short conclusion to session 4. The final session will be April 18.

2021 Scholarship Application: is now available on the church website. Applications must be received by
April 30, 2021 to be considered. To download the pdf please go to stjohnssa.org/bulletins
Applications are also available by contacting Eric in the church office at eric.ryniker@stjohnssa.org.
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