% St. John's Lutheran Church, ELCA Second Sunday in Lent

' . N, A Legacy of Worship and Outreach in San Antonio since 1857” February 28, 2021
© 502 East Nueva, San Antonio, Texas 78205

1 www.StlohnsSA.org ¢ info@StJohnsSA.org

Wl Phone 210-223-2611

Prelude There is a Balm in Gilead arr. by Hal Hopson
Bells
Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure

and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.

(Silence for personal reflection)

Loving and forgiving God,

we confess that we are held captive by sin.

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;

we have not loved our neighbor;

we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.

Wake us up and turn us from our sin.

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news:

by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back

and free to live out the reign of God.

May you be strengthened in God’s love,

comforted by * Christ’s peace,

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Song In the Cross of Christ | Glory (ELW 324)
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of
life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

‘When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me, and be blameless. “And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you
exceedingly numerous.” “Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ““As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name
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shall be Abraham; for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your offspring after you.”

*God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. *°I
will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings
of peoples shall come from her.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 22:23-31

*You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.

?For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD*s face hidden
from them;

but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.

»From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.

*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
/All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.

For dominion belongs to the LORD,

who rules over the nations.

?Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
“Their descendants shall serve the LORD,

whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

“They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,

saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25.

“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. “For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

'“For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the
father of all of us, ""as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. **Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous
shall your descendants be.” *"He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
“No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, “being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. *Therefore his faith “was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” “Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, **but



for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, “who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.*’He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. *But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

“He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Kay Johnson

Hymn of the Day What Wondrous Love is This (ELW 666)

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for
everyone in need.

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming good news.
Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who
contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness
and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature
to make their living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another.
Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your
goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have been
displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief,
Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow
your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need.
Make your church a place of refuge and healing. We lift our prayers for Ralph Detwiler, Lee Iredale, Buddy
Byrd, Chris Gates, Sean, Bernie and Rosemary Petry, Jane Crenwelge, Ali Jackson as well as those we name
in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the beloved,
imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you. (Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”)
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Bless-ed is he

[
who

comes in  the name of the Lord.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Ho-san - na

—
in the high - est.



Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion

When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ. When we drink this cup we share in the blood of
Christ. These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the table of the Lord.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good
things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending Song Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (ELW 802)

Benediction
Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to
encourage you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace.
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen

Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Suite for Worship on Amazing Grace by Kevin Norris



Announcements

Lutheranism 101 Course: A course of study, starting today, will be offered in the coming weeks to serve
as an introduction and/or refresher in what it means to be a Lutheran.
parts on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 9:45 at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. The course will

be led by Pastor Mel Antonio.

Winter Congregation Meeting: will take place today, February 28 immediately following worship.

Upcoming Services: Lenten Wednesday services will reoccur every week at 7pm in the sanctuary. For
Holy Week, services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday will also be held at 7pm in the

sanctuary. There will be no Wednesday Lenten service during Holy Week.

#a|=mt Evangelical Lutheran
8R7® Churchin America
God's work. Our hands.

Liturgical texts and liturgical music copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003035
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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The course will be offered in six



