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Prelude                        Hymn Medley arranged by Kenon Renfrow            

             

Bells  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

(Silence for personal reflection) 

 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live out the reign of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

comforted by ☩ Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Song                        Thy Strong Word verses 1-4 (ELW 511) 

                      

Greeting 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day   

 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by 

your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way 

from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of 

prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take 

your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”  
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  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at 

Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from 

you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”  

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, 

and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets 

also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his 

mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two 

of them crossed on dry ground.  

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” 

Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; 

yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued 

walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 

whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6 

1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

God shines forth in glory.  
3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

to witness the judgment of the people. 
5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

for it is God who is judge.  

 
 

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded 

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 

for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then 

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and 

from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  

 
9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                                Pastor Kay Johnson 

 
 

Hymn of the Day              How Good Lord, to Be Here (ELW 315) 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

 With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith: 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for 

everyone in need. 
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God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming good news. 

Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who 

contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness 

and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature 

to make their living. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another. 

Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your 

goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have been 

displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, 

Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow 

your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. 

Make your church a place of refuge and healing. We lift our prayers for Ralph Detwiler, Lee Iredale, Buddy 

Byrd, Chris Gates, Sean, Bernie and Rosemary Petry, Jane Crenwelge, Ali Jackson as well as those we name 

in our hearts.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, 

imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

    And also with you.          (Please greet those nearest you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
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through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
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Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion 

 

When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup we share in the blood of 

Christ.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  Welcome to the table of the Lord. 
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Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 

things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song                                      Shine, Jesus, Shine (ELW 671) 

                     

 

Benediction 

 

Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to 

encourage you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace. 

In the name of our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen 

                                                                           

 

Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude                    Great is the Lord arranged by Phillip Keveren 

                                        

  

Announcements   

 

Winter Congregation Meeting:  will take place Sunday, February 28 immediately following worship.   

 

Street 2 Feet Shoe Drive: Donate your used or new walking/ running shoes to Street2Feet. Street2Feet 

is a wellness program whose mission is to promote health, in spirit, body and soul with individuals 

experiencing homelessness. Help support this drive and this organization by dropping shoes off at St. 

John’s now thru February 14. For more information contact Bea Imken beafitt@gmail.com  

 
Ash Wednesday: Service will be held Wednesday, February 17, 2021 @ 7pm 
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