
              St. John's Lutheran Church, ELCA                                1st Sunday After Epiphany  
                                                                                                             Baptism of Our Lord 

    “A Legacy of Worship and Outreach in San Antonio since 1857”                                 January 10, 2021      

502 East Nueva, San Antonio, Texas 78205                                    

    www.StJohnsSA.org ◊ info@StJohnsSA.org  
    Phone 210-223-2611  

 

 

Prelude                  Morning Star by Held & Harding 

          

Bells  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

(Silence for personal reflection) 

 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live out the reign of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

comforted by ☩ Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Song                Bright and Glorious in the Sky (ELW 301) 

 

Greeting 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

 
 

Prayer of the Day   

 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, 

and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



First Reading:  Genesis 1:1-5 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 29 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
 
 

Second Reading:  Acts 19:1-7 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 

some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 

They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he 

was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                                                                                Pastor Kay Johnson 

 

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

  

P: Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, we all are called to offer ourselves to the 

Lord of the Church in thanksgiving for what he has done and continues to do for us. It is our privilege to 

recognize and support those who are engaged in the work of this congregation, especially those in the 

ministry of serving on the church council. 

 

 The following persons, having been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership, are asked to 

come forward as their names and offices are read. 

 

• Ron Stinson, President.   

• Julie Shadrock, Vice President   

• Brad Richie, Secretary   

• Lee Iredale, Treasurer 

 

• Sam Mendez 

• Rosemary Petry 

• Pat Conroy 

• Kent Rooen 

• Bea Imken 

• Pr. Mel Antonio 

• Dorothy Bowles 

• Mike Arnold 

• Gerry Alvarado 

 

 In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and death and made you members of his 

Church. Through Word and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith. I ask you, together with all who 

are here gathered, to confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we are baptized. 

 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 

 

P: St. Paul writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There are 

different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to perform service, 

but the same God gives to everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit’s presence is shown in some 

way in each person, for the good of all. 

(1 Cor. 12:47) 

 

 You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You are to see that the 

words and deeds of this household of faith reflect him in whose name we gather. You are to work 

together with other members to see that the worship and work of Christ are done in this congregation 

and that God’s will is done in this community and in the whole world. You are to be diligent in your 

specific area of serving, that the one Lord who empowers you is glorified. 

 

 You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain the life and harmony of this 

congregation. 

 

 On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Are you ready to accept and faithfully to 

carry out the duties of the office to which you have been elected? If so, answer in unison: Yes, by the 

help of God. 

 

Congregation stand 

 

P: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual 

ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? If so, answer in unison: Yes, by the help of God. 

 

 I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation. God bless you with his 

Holy Spirit, that you may prove faithful servants of Christ. Amen 

 

 Let us pray. For all who offer themselves in your name, we give thanks, O God. Give them the joy of 

service, and constant care and guidance. Help us all to be both willing servants and thankful recipients 

of ministry, that your name be glorified, your people live in peace, and your will be done; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

Hymn of the Day                   Brightest and Best of the Stars (ELW 303)    
 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

 With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith: 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 
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 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for 

everyone in need. 

 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming good news. 

Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who 

contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness 

and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature 

to make their living. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another. 

Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your 

goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have been 

displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, 

Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow 

your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. 

Make your church a place of refuge and healing. We lift our prayers for Ralph Detwiler, Lee Iredale, Marcos 

Torices, Amy Cooley, as well as those we name in our hearts.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, 

imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.                (Please greet those nearest you these or similar words: “Peace be with you.” 
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Great Thanksgiving  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Holy Communion 

 

When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup we share in the blood of 

Christ.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  Welcome to the table of the Lord. 

 
Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 

things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song                  As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302) 

 

Benediction 

 

Wherever you go, may God go with you: May he go before you to show you the way ... behind you to 

encourage you ... beside you to befriend you ... above you to watch over ... and within you to give you peace. 

In the name of our Creator, Redeemer, and Friend. Amen 

                                                                           

Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude                         Wie Schön Leuchtet der Morgenstern by Klauss & JC Bach              
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