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Prelude               

 

Bells  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Dialogue 
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
In his light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 

In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen 

  
Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived 

among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
  

Lesson 1: Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light 

has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice 

at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have 

shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every 

warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for 

the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of 

his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the 

Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
  
Hymn #256 – Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
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Lesson 2: Micah 5:2-5a 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me 

one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. Therefore Israel will be 

abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and the rest of his brothers return to join the 

Israelites. He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the 

Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he 

will be our peace … 

  
Hymn #279 – O Little Town of Bethlehem 
  
Lesson 3: Luke 1:26-35, 38 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
  
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said 

to her, “Do no be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 

will never end.” 
  

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
  
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” 
  

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
  

Hymn #265 – The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
  

Lesson 4: Luke 2:1-7 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 

was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own 

town to register. 
  
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 

to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 

there was no guest room available for them. 
  

Hymn #277 – Away in a Manger 
  

Lesson 5: Luke 2:8-16 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel 

of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 

you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
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Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels had left 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
  
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

  

Hymn #289 – Angels We Have Heard on High 
  
Lesson 6: Luke 2:22-40 

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 

consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair 

of doves or two young pigeons.” 
  
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 

When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took 

him in his arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your 

servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
  
The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.” 
  

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived 

with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never 

left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, 

she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

  
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to 

their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace 

of God was on him. 
  
Hymn #545 – Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

Sermon                      Pastor Kay Johnson 

  
Lesson 7: John 1:1-14 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in 

the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him 

was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 
  
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, 

so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
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The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his 

own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, 

but born of God. 
  
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 

only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
Hymn #283 – O Come, All Ye Faithful 
  
Prayers of Intercession 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
  
Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, denominations, and 

traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
  
All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots, and gardens to spring up. 

Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
  
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, inspiring leaders 

to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with 

complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
  

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, hearts that 

break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
  
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. Strengthen 

those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health 

care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

  
Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our 

salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
  

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the 

name of Jesus. 

Amen 
 

Peace 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.                (Please greet those nearest you these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Great Thanksgiving  
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion 

 

When we eat this bread we share in the body of Christ.  When we drink this cup we share in the blood of 

Christ.  These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  Welcome to the table of the Lord. 
 

 

Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 

things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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Sending 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 

You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 

You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 

 

Benediction 
Wherever you go, may God go with you: may he go before you to show you the way … behind you to 

encourage you … beside you to befriend you … above you to watch over … and within you to give you 

peace. In the name of our Creator, Redeemer, + and Friend. Amen 

  
Closing Hymn #288 – Good Christian Friends Rejoice 
                                                                                                     

Dismissal 
Go in peace, share the Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
  
Postlude 
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