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St. John’s Lutheran Church                                                       Sunday Liturgy for the Home 
San Antonio, Texas                                                                      Pentecost Sunday, Year A 

www.stjohnssa.org                                                                                            May 31, 2020 

 

 
 

 
(During this time of extraordinary circumstances, this abridged Liturgy of the Word 

is designed to be used in the home in conjunction with its corresponding online video podcast.) 

 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Opening Hymn                   “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”                    ELW # 403 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

O God, 
On this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 

Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things 

and rejoice at all times in your peace, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                                      Acts 2:1-21 
 

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit 

being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the 

festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 
 

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how 

is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 

our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 
 

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel: 
 

17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
 and your old men shall dream dreams. 

18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
 and they shall prophesy. 

19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 

 blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 

 before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                               John 7:37-39 
 

Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as living water, quenching the thirst of all who come to him and filling the hearts of 

believers until they overflow. 
 

The good news of Jesus Christ according to St. John: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

37On the last day of the festival [of Booths], the great day, while Jesus was standing [in the temple], he 
cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the 

scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39Now he said this about 

the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus 
was not yet glorified. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Anthem                                             “O How Amiable”                           Vaughan Williams 
 
 

Homily 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As a people gathered, empowered, and then sent to serve, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all 

people who seek  God's mercy and care... 
 

(A brief silence) 
 

Holy God, we pray for your Church, that we may continually reach out to the world around us in ways 

that communicate welcome, justice, and peace.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for a renewal of the Spirit’s gifts among us, that we may put into practice all we’ve received, 

that we may be strong in living-out the Reign of God.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for all of our young people, especially those who are graduating and soon to be confirmed, that 

you will guide them into opportunities to use their gifts and knowledge well, and also toward people who 

will call forth the best in them.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for your Spirit’s movement in our homes, our neighborhoods, and our world… that hearts may 

be changed, that we may turn from conflict to understanding, from hatred to compassion, and from 
retaliation to mercy.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer 
 

We continue to lift up to you, O God the needs of your people, including Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Chris 
Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer, Kim 

Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Bill Rickrim, Frances Franz, Charlie Boehme, Alwin Schaefer, Bill Brewer, 

Paul Mason, Bonnie Eckhardt, Deleyce Tietze, Dottie Thibodeaux, Samuel Alvarado, Rosa Yañez, Gloria 
Boenisch, Nat Castillo, Ron Olson, and all others whom we now name before you, that your Holy and 

healing Spirit touch their lives with new strength and new direction.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our 
prayer 
 

We offer you our prayers, O God, even as we seek to more deeply understand ourselves, and one 

another, as a people who have been claimed by you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Remember us, Lord, in your Kingdom, and help us to pray: 
 

Our Father… 
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Benediction 
 

The Spirit of the Lord rest upon you… 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding 
The Spirit of counsel and might 

The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord 
The Spirit of joy in God’s presence 
 

And the blessing of God… 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit 
Be among you, and at work through you.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn                     “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”                      ELW # 400 
 

 

 
Dismissal 
 

 Go in peace, for Christ goes with you. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Postlude 
 
 

For prayer requests, please contact the church office (210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org 
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