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7w Sunday of Easter, Year A
(Ascension of Our Lord)
May 24, 2020

Sunday Liturgy for the Home

(During this time of extraordinary circumstances, this abridged Liturgy of the Word
is designed to be used in the home in conjunction with its corresponding online video podcast.)

Prelude

Welcome / Temple Talk

Opening Hymn "A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” ELW # 393
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Prayer of the Day

O God of glory,

Your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.

Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy,
that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading Acts 1:1-11

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out from
Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. s3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of
the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; sfor John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6S0 when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. sBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ¢sWhen he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.
11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel John 17:1-11

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his work in
this world will live in unity.

The good news of Jesus Christ according to St. John:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4l glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. sSo now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

6"I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is
from you; sfor the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. ¢l am asking on their
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Anthem "The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Dan Forrest

Homily



Apostles’ Creed
With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the Church, the world, and all who are in need.

(A brief silence)

Living God, you chose us to be your witnesses in the world. We pray for the Church in every place and
for the congregations in our community. Focus all our hearts and minds on the work and ministry we
share in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you rule the heavens, the earth, and time itself. Make this unprecedented time a season
of justice, peace, and solidarity among all nations and all peoples, so that oppression and violence rule
no more. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Tender God, we wait with hope for your presence to heal us, bless us, restore us, and give us peace.
You know all the names of those suffering for whom we pray this day including Bob Cauble, Frances
Bara, Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer,
Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Bill Rickrim, Frances Franz, Charlie Boehme, Alwin Schaefer, Bill
Brewer, Paul Mason, Rona Stinson, Bonnie Eckhardt, Deleyce Tietze, Dottie Thibodeaux, Samuel
Alvarado, Rosa Yafez, the Bohmann Family, as well as those whom we name either aloud or in our
hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Infinite God, your inheritance given to all your saints is your presence in our life and in our death. We
remember with thanksgiving the faithful departed and those who have prepared the way before us. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Remember us, Lord, in your Kingdom, and help us to pray:

Our Father...



Benediction

God has given us a new and living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and raise you to new life,

both now and forever. Amen.
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Dismissal

“Lo, I am with you always,” says our Lord.
“Even to the end of the age.”

Go in peace, for Christ goes with you.
Amen! Alleluia!

Postlude

For prayer requests, please contact the church office (210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org
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