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(During this time of extraordinary circumstances, this abridged Liturgy of the Word
is designed to be used in the home in conjunction with its corresponding online video podcast.)

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn

“Morning Has Broken”

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God:
You hold together all things in heaven and on earth.
In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children,
and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading

1st Peter 3:13-22

The Apostle Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In
baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.
13Who

will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting
for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.
17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.
18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject
to him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and
speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

The good news of Jesus Christ according to St. John:
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides
with you, and he will be in you.
18“I

will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Anthem

“If Ye Love Me”

Homily
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Tallis

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the Church, the world, and all who are in need.
(A brief silence)

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your
Church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed,
and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer in any
way including Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph Detwiler,
Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer, Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Bill Rickrim, Frances Franz, Charlie
Boehme, Alwin Schaefer, Bill Brewer, Muriel Leafstedt, Paul Mason, Rona Stinson, the family of Lillian
Levis, the family of Debbie Behrens, as well as those whom we name either aloud or in our hearts. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises to work
for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who have
gone before us. Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Remember us, Lord, in your Kingdom, and help us to pray:
Our Father…
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Benediction
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless us, protect us, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Now the Green Blade Rises”

ELW # 379

Dismissal
Go in peace, for Christ is risen.
Keep hope in the coming of the Spirit.
Amen! Alleluia!

Postlude

For prayer requests, please contact the church office (210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org
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4

