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Sunday Liturgy for the Home
The Resurrection of Our Lord
April 12, 2020

(During this time of rather extraordinary circumstances, this abridged Liturgy of the Word
is designed to be used in the home in conjunction with its corresponding online video podcast.)

Prelude

“Were You There” (vs 1, 4)

Invocation
Christ is Risen!
Christ in Risen indeed! Alleluia!

Call to Worship

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.

2

Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”

14

The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.

15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

16

The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”

17

I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.

18

The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.

19

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.

20

“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”

21

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.

22

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

23

By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

24

This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

1

Opening Hymn

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

ELW # 367

Prayer of the Day
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may
live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

2

First Reading

Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
34

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus
is risen!

The good news of Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Solo/Anthem
Homily

3

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Rejoicing in the resurrection, let us pray for the Church, those in need, and all of God’s creation:
We pray for the Church, for this congregation, and for all our faith communities... that the Risen
Christ may be alive among us, to build up, and to reach out; that we, your people, may indeed be
the vessel through which he continues to touch the world. (Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer)
We pray, O God, for all who look to heaven and for all who ask your help... that their prayers may
be heard, their fears be soothed, and that they may draw strength from your promise to be with
us always. (Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer)
We pray for all who seek your face, and for all who ask your hand to move in their lives this week...
that they may encounter, through our own words and our actions, the living and risen Christ. (Lord,
in your mercy, Hear our prayer)
Father God, we pray for all who are ill, and for all who struggle. We pray for the strengthening of
bodies and spirits, as we lift up to you the well-being of Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Frances Franz,
Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer,
Harold Spivey, Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Russell Brown, Bill Brewer, Charlie Boehme, Marilyn
Hartung and all who we name now in our hearts... that your life-giving power fill their lives and
their situations. (Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer)
Christ our Healer, we pray for those who suffer from the virus pandemic across the world. We pray
for all who are mourning the loss of loved ones. Bring quiet where there is chaos, bring light where
there is darkness, and place love where there is emptiness. Give hope to all who have lost jobs
and relieve their financial burdens. Give us eyes to see your risen presence among us all, offering
hope, courage, and peace. (Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer)
With alleluias in our hearts and on our lips, we commend to your care, O Lord, all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

4

Lord's Prayer
Remember us, Lord, in your Kingdom, and help us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the Name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Closing Hymn

“Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”

ELW # 382

(located on next page)

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ goes with you.
Amen.

Postlude

The Prayer List is updated monthly (or as needed).
For prayer requests, please contact the church office (210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org
Liturgical texts and liturgical music copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS003035. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ
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