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(During this time of extraordinary circumstances, this abridged Liturgy of the Word
is designed to be used in the home in conjunction with its corresponding online video podcast.)

Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn

“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

Prayer of the Day
O God:
Your Son makes himself known to all his disciples
in the breaking of bread.
Open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in his redeeming work,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading

1st Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land.
Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and
hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.
17If

you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in
reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood
of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the
world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual
love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus
is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

The good news of Jesus Christ according to St. Luke:
Glory to you, O Lord.
13Now

on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to
a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied,
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all
the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back
and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”
25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into
his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.
28As

they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They
were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Anthem
Homily
Apostles’ Creed
With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Rejoicing in the resurrection, let us pray for the Church, those in need, and all of God’s creation:
Holy God, we pray for your Church, and for all who gather for worship in new and different ways during
these days... that the hearts of your people may burn with the power of Jesus’ presence, in the sharing
of the Word, and in the anticipation of once again being able to breaking holy bread. (Lord, in your
mercy: Hear our prayer)
We pray for our families currently separated from one another... that mealtimes in the home may be
times of nourishment, healing, and affirmation of one another. (Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer)
We pray for those who mourn and grieve... that the Risen Christ walk beside them, to lead them toward
new life and new tomorrows. (Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer)
Our Father God, we offer our prayers for those with illnesses, those with unmet needs, those with
financial problems, those with brokenness in their lives. We pray for our food banks and other assistance
agencies as they become so stretched as they work to care for so many others. We pray for the wellbeing of all your people, including Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams,
Ralph Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer, Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Bill Rickrim,
Frances Franz, Russell Brown, Bill Brewer, Charlie Boehme, Alwin Schaefer, the family of Molly Medina,
as well as those whom we name either aloud or in our hearts. (Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer)
With alleluias in our hearts and on our lips, we commend to your care, O Lord, all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Remember us, Lord, in your Kingdom, and help us to pray: Our Father…
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Benediction
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life,
fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn

“We Know That Christ Is Raised”

ELW # 449

Dismissal
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Postlude
The Prayer List is updated monthly (or as needed).
For prayer requests, please contact the church office (210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org
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