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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Prelude

Prelude in G major

+++---

Felix Mendellsohn

Bells
Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the Eternal Voice from heaven,
the Anointed and Beloved One,
the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen.
As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession,
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.
God who searches us and knows us:
You have shown us what is good,
but we have looked to other lights to find our way.
We have not been just in our dealings with others.
We have chosen revenge over mercy.
We have promoted ourselves
instead of walking humbly with you.
With what shall we come before you?
Forgive us our sin,
and show us your salvation
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Beloved of God:
Do not receive the spirit of this world,
but the Spirit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.
Receive the promise of baptism,
that you are God’s child; ☩ and your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. Amen.

Gathering Hymn
Greeting

“Gather Us In”

(v 1, 3-4) ELW #532

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

Canticle of Praise

Setting 3

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture and preaching; we respond in profession of faith and prayer

Isaiah 58:1-12
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts.
God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such
as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked.

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not
forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near
to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast
only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not
make your voice heard on high.5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
1

6Is

not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and
not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your
healing
shall
spring
up
quickly;
your
vindicator
shall
go
before
you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you
shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
9bIf

you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise
up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer
of streets to live in.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 112:1-10

1Hallelujah!

Happy are they who | fear the LORD
and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. R
5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
6
For they will nev- | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.
7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD.
8Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
they will hold up their | head with honor.
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away;
the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R

Gospel Acclamation

Cantor: Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the light | of the world;* whoever follows me will have the |
light of life. Alleluia. (John 8:12)
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world,
doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.

The good news of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but
to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of
a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
17

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Children are invited to go to their Sunday lesson and activity. They will return at Holy Communion.
Parents are welcome to accompany them.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor James Dew
“Christ, Be Our Light”
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ELW #715

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith…
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God,” The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.”
We hold in prayer: Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph
Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer, Harold Spivey, Louis Spreen, Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny
Knippa, Nat Castillo.
For prayer requests and updates, please contact the church office
(210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Please share with those nearest you these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”)
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MEAL

We bring our "first fruit" offerings to the Table of the Lord
where we are strengthened and nourished with the Body and Blood of Christ

Offering
Offertory Hymn

“Let Everything that Hath Breath”
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Ames
ELW #182

Offertory Prayer
God of wonder,
We bring our gifts to your table, together with our lives and all that you have made. Open
the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your
peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Mighty, and Merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love for us and
for all your creation, you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who took upon himself our own flesh and
blood, who showed us your face, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
For on the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this,
as often as you drink of it, for the remembrance of me.
As we bind ourselves to his life, his death, and his rising, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, upon these gifts of this bread and wine, and upon all who come
to your table seeking, your touch upon their lives. Shape us to be a kingdom people, living out your
vision for our world. Transform us, that we may be your vessels of home, mercy, justice, and peace.
And work through us, that we, who are truly abundant in gifts beyond measure, might share from
all your give us, for the sake of the life of the world.
(Intoned) Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
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Remember us, Lord, in your kingdom, and help us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, who welcomes you to his table of
mercy and joy.

Agnus Dei

Holy Communion
We believe that Christ is truly present in the consecrated bread and wine and we welcome all who
wish to receive the Holy Sacrament. Please follow the direction of the ushers. A gluten free host is
available upon request.

Communion Hymns
Let Us Break Bread Together by Ryder (Sung by the St. John’s Choir)
ELW #677 This Little Light of Mine
ELW #479 We Come to the Hungry Feast

Communion Blessing
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Communion Prayer
Faithful God,
You have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness
and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world

Announcements
Temple Talk

Barry Shadrock

Benediction
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
and the source of our life together,
keep you united in mind and purpose.
And the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you always. Amen.

Sending Hymn

“We Are Called”

ELW #720

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Chaconne in C major

10

Felix Mendellsohn

Worship Leaders
Presiding Minister + Pastor James Dew
Assisting Minister + Julie Shadrock
Lector + Kyle Dorsey
Liturgical texts and liturgical music copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003035
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Worship is central to who we are as a people of God. Every time we gather to hear
and respond to the Word, to offer up our prayers for the needs of many, and to
receive Christ's living presence in the consecrated bread and wine, we seek to
"become what we receive", namely, the Body of Christ for the sake of the life of the
world. As we are gathered, fed, and then sent back out in mission, God empowers
us to be bearers of blessing and vessels of grace, commissioning us to intentionally
live out the reign of God throughout the course of our weekly living.

This week at St. John’s
Sun 9  Confirmation Instruction 11:00 AM
Mon 10  Congregation Council Meeting 6:15 PM
Tue 11  Fiesta Team Meeting 6:30 PM
Wed 12  Word, Silence and Prayer 12:15 PM
Wed 12  Campus Ministry Dinner 6:00 PM
Wed 12  Choir Practice 7:00 PM
Sun 16  Easter Sunrise Planning Meeting 1:00 PM
Please see the current month’s Tidings for other calendar events.
Financial Reports and Council Minutes are available in the church office by request.

Liturgical Calendar Commemorations
Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to the Slavs
Friday, February 14, 2020
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring Christianity to the
Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written language, inventing the Cyrillic
alphabet for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy.
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