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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God+++--- 

 
Prelude                 
 

Bells 
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Eternal Voice from heaven, 
the Anointed and Beloved One, 

the Spirit moving over the waters. Amen. 
 

As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 
 

God who searches us and knows us: 
You have shown us what is good, 

but we have looked to other lights to find our way. 
We have not been just in our dealings with others. 
We have chosen revenge over mercy. 

We have promoted ourselves 
instead of walking humbly with you. 
With what shall we come before you? 

Forgive us our sin, 
and show us your salvation 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God: 
Do not receive the spirit of this world, 
but the Spirit that is from God, 

poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of baptism, 

that you are God’s child; ☩ and your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven. Amen. 

 
Gathering Hymn “What Is This Place”  ELW #524 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you.                                                                                       
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Canticle of Praise                                                                                           Setting 3  
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals, we accomplish nothing 

good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace 
and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture and preaching; we respond in profession of faith and prayer 

 

 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

The LORD sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the faithful; loss of the land 

will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God’s 
presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors.  
 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, 

by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are 

led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; 
you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings 

and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you 

may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.clipartpanda.com%2Fcross-clip-art-4ibKp45ig.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fclipart_images%2Fcross-images-clip-art-1903538&docid=BVE3TuMDrCR8OM&tbnid=l-F3sUR41g5zJM%3A&vet=1&w=245&h=328&itg=1&hl=en&bih=1115&biw=1380&ved=2ahUKEwiunJ-opKnnAhUEXqwKHZBKBCkQxiAoAXoECAEQFw&iact=c&ictx=1
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Psalm 119:1-8 

 

 
 
 

 1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 
  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 
 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 

  and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 3who never do | any wrong, 
  but always walk | in your ways. 

 4You laid down | your commandments, 
  that we should | fully keep them. R 
 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 

  that I might | keep your statutes! 
 6Then I should not be | put to shame, 
  when I regard all | your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 
  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
 8I will | keep your statutes; 

  do not utter- | ly forsake me. R 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
Cantor:  Alleluia. You are the light | of the world.* A city set upon a hill can- | not be hid. 
Alleluia. (Matt. 5:14) 
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness that exceed legal 
requirements and traditional expectations. 

 

The good news of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You 

shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you 
are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 
23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser 

while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out 
until you have paid the last penny. 

 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right 

eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to 

go into hell 
   
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say 
to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit 
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

    
33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by 

heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is 
the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Children are invited to go to their Sunday lesson and activity.  They will return at Holy Communion.  
Parents are welcome to accompany them. 

 

Sermon                                                                                         Pastor James Dew 
 

Hymn of the Day      “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”         ELW #802 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

 With the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we confess our faith… 

  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

 Each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God,” The congregation responds: “Your mercy is great.” 

We hold in prayer: Bob Cauble, Frances Bara, Chris Gates, Danny Myers, Janice Williams, Ralph 
Detwiler, Claudine Michalek, Arlene Schirmer, Harold Spivey, Kim Friesenhahn, Kenny Knippa, Amy 
Kosob, Nat Castillo, Janie McWhirter, Tia Mathre-Adams. 

 
For prayer requests and updates, please contact the church office 

(210) 223-2611 or info@StJohnsSA.org 
 

Peace 
 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

(Please share with those nearest you these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@StJohnsSA.org
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MEAL 
We bring our "first fruit" offerings to the Table of the Lord 

where we are strengthened and nourished with the Body and Blood of Christ 
 

 

Offering                                      “Prayer for Mercy”                         Jonathan Reid             

Offertory Hymn    “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                ELW #182 

 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 

God of wonder, 
We bring our gifts to your table, together with our lives and all that you have made. Open 
the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your 

peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

Holy, Mighty, and Merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love for us and 
for all your creation, you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who took upon himself our own flesh and 
blood, who showed us your face, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

For on the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this, 

as often as you drink of it, for the remembrance of me. 
 

As we bind ourselves to his life, his death, and his rising, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, upon these gifts of this bread and wine, and upon all who come 
to your table seeking, your touch upon their lives. Shape us to be a kingdom people, living out your 

vision for our world. Transform us, that we may be your vessels of home, mercy, justice, and peace. 
And work through us, that we, who are truly abundant in gifts beyond measure, might share from 
all your give us, for the sake of the life of the world. 
 

(Intoned) Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,  
                   Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Remember us, Lord, in your kingdom, and help us to pray: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, who welcomes you to his table of 
mercy and joy. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 
Holy Communion 
 

We believe that Christ is truly present in the consecrated bread and wine and we welcome all who 
wish to receive the Holy Sacrament. Please follow the direction of the ushers.  A gluten free host is 

available upon request. 
 

Communion Hymns 
 

ELW #659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 

ELW #638 Blessed Assurance 
ELW #614 There Is A Balm in Gilead 

 

Communion Blessing 
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Communion Prayer 
 

 Faithful God, 

 You have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
 nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 
 Now send your servants forth in peace, 

     that we may testify to your goodness 
     and share the hope that is ours 
     in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us out in mission to the world 

 

Announcements 

 
Benediction 
 

May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, 
and the source of our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 

And the blessing of Almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you always. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “O God of Light” ELW #507 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude                                                                                      
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Worship is central to who we are as a people of God.  Every time we gather to hear 

and respond to the Word, to offer up our prayers for the needs of many, and to 

receive Christ's living presence in the consecrated bread and wine, we seek to 

"become what we receive", namely, the Body of Christ for the sake of the life of the 

world.  As we are gathered, fed, and then sent back out in mission, God empowers 

us to be bearers of blessing and vessels of grace, commissioning us to intentionally 

live out the reign of God throughout the course of our weekly living. 

Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister + Pastor James Dew 
Assisting Minister + Rosemary Petry 

Lector + Bea Imken 

 
Liturgical texts and liturgical music copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003035 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

This week at St. John’s

 
Sun 16  Easter Sunrise Planning Meeting 1:00 PM 

Tue 18  Men’s Chapel Worship 6:30 PM 
Wed 19  Word, Silence and Prayer 12:15 PM 
Wed 19  Campus Ministry Dinner 6:00 PM 

Wed 19  Choir Practice 7:00 PM 
Sat 22  Men’s Chapel Worship 9:00 AM 

                                                   

Please see the current month’s Tidings for other calendar events. 
 

Financial Reports and Council Minutes are available in the church office by request. 
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Liturgical Calendar Commemorations 
 

Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 
Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged the abuses he 

saw in the church, and his work eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Luther's accomplishments 
included liturgical reform, translation of the Bible, and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


